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and then, putting the mess on a plantain leaf, laid it upon
the sore. This proved so effectual that in about twenty
days, after frequently renewed poultices, Wafer was per-
fectly cured, retaining only a slight weakness in the knee
and a sensation of numbness. Yet in curious contra-
diction to this assiduous care of his wound the Indians
were not very benevolent about the supply of food, look-
ing very crossly at the five distressed Englishmen from
time to time, and throwing green and uneatable plantains
to them when they sat cringing, shivering with the wet
weather and longing for food.

But one amongst the  Indians  had formerly been a
prisoner with the Spaniards and had learnt the Spanish
language before he escaped, and he by degrees showed
himself   truly   generous   and   hospitable   towards   these
wretched men, though apparently his charity had to be
administered without the knowledge of his fellow country.
men.    The  rest of the buccaneers whom  Dampier had
accompanied had carried away with them by force from
this village one or two Indian guides.    It was this action
on their part that had made the rest of the villagers so
churlish towards the men left behind.    As the days passed
by and the guides did not return, these Indians resolved
at last in their anger to kill their hostages.    Accordingly
they prepared a great pile of wood to burn them.    It so
happened, however, that one of their chiefs dissuaded them:
from this cruelty and proposed that the Englishmen should
be sent to the Atlantic coast together with two Indians, who;
might perhaps then find out what had become of their fellow\
villagers and the rest of the buccaneers.    This suggestion
was accepted, and of the two guides chosen to accompany;
the Englishmen one was the kindly young man who coui!
speak Spanish.